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Expertise

Orthopaedic Surgery

Joint Reconstructive Surgery

Languages

English

Biography

Richard Walker, MD, is an orthopedic surgeon with expertise in total joint replacement

for the hip and knee. In addition, he has interests in hip and knee arthritis, minimally

invasive surgery for total hip and knee replacement, and computer-assisted navigation

and pressure sensor applications for total hip and knee replacement. He believes in

creating a partnership with each of his patients in order to achieve optimal treatment

outcomes.

Since joining Scripps Clinic in 1983, Dr. Walker has devoted his career to maintaining a

combination of clinical, teaching, research and leadership roles, including performing

thousands of total hip and total knee replacement procedures. In addition to his clinical

practice, he has conducted research on total hip and knee replacement outcomes,

biomechanics and techniques, as well as thromboembolic disease prevention after total

hip and knee replacement. He has presented his research on joint replacement at

scientific meetings across the United States, as well as in Canada, South America,

Europe and Asia. He has also served as an editorial reviewer for internationally

prominent orthopedic journals for over two decades, including the Journal of Bone

and Joint Surgery, Clinical Orthopaedics and Related Research, and the Journal of

Orthopaedic Research.

As an educator, Dr. Walker has served for over 30 years as a faculty member guiding

young orthopedists through post-residency fellowships focused on joint replacement

surgery. His leadership roles have included serving on the board of directors of Scripps

Clinic Medical Group (SCMG) for over 25 years, as chairman of the department of

surgery for SCMG for 20 years, and as vice president of surgery, gynecology and

radiology for Scripps Clinic for over 10 years, as well as chief of staff and chairman of

the department of surgery for Scripps Green Hospital. Most recently, Dr. Walker has

added the role of President of Scripps Clinic Medical Group to his leadership service.

 

Dr. Walker has been named numerous times as one of the Best Doctors in America and

to Who’s Who in Medicine and Healthcare, Who’s Who in America, and Who’s Who in

the World. He is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the American

Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, and a member of numerous professional societies,

including the Western Orthopaedic Association and the American Association of Hip

and Knee Surgeons, as well as international societies, including the Association of Bone

and Joint Surgeons.

One of his favorite avocations has been baseball. He played college and semi-

professional baseball before going to medical school. Later, he returned to baseball to

coach youth baseball and softball at multiple levels, to watch his son also play semi-

professional and college baseball (as a 4th generation college baseball player), and to

play himself in adult baseball leagues for over 15 years (including multiple trips to the

National Senior Baseball League annual World Series in Phoenix, reaching the World

Series Final Four two times and winning a World Series national championship in 2010).

He was able to combine his passions for orthopedics and baseball by serving as a team

physician for the San Diego Padres for over 15 years, including the National League

pennant-winning years of 1984 and 1998.

Board Certifications

American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery, Orthopedic Surgery, 1985

Medical Education

University of Chicago, MD, 1977

Internships

University of California, Los Angeles, Residency, General Surgery, 1978

Residencies

Stanford University Hospital, Orthopaedic Surgery, 1983

University of California, Los Angeles, Residency, General Surgery, 1979

Publications

Hip and Knee Arthroplasty Outcomes for Nonagenarian Patients.

Sizer SC, Bugbee WD, Copp SN, Ezzet KA, Walker RH, McCauley JC, Luu KH, Densley

SM, Rosen AS

November 15, 2022

No Difference in Blood Loss and Risk of Transfusion Between Patients

Treated with One or Two Doses of Intravenous Tranexamic Acid After

Simultaneous Bilateral TKA.

Wilde JM, Copp SN, Ezzet KA, Rosen AS, Walker RH, McCauley JC, Evans AS, Bugbee

WD

April 1, 2022

Activity-related Changes in Cobalt Levels in a Total Hip with a Modular

Femoral Stem: A Case Report.

Reich MS, Walker RH

January 1, 2018

Is Oxinium Losing Its Luster?: Commentary on an article by Christopher J.

Vertullo, MBBS, FRACS(Orth), FAOrthA, et al.: "Twelve-Year Outcomes of

an Oxinium Total Knee Replacement Compared with the Same Cobalt-

Chromium Design. An Analysis of 17,577 Prostheses from the Australian

Orthopaedic Association National Joint Replacement Registry".

Reich MS, Walker RH

February 15, 2017

A Risk Factor Out of Control: Commentary on an article by Alon Ben-Ari,

MD, et al.: "Preoperative Opioid Use Is Associated with Early Revision After

Total Knee Arthroplasty. A Study of Male Patients Treated in the Veterans

Affairs System".

Reich MS, Walker RH

January 4, 2017

Take Care with Type C: Serious Considerations in the Selection of Patients

with Hepatitis C for Total Joint Arthroplasty: Commentary on an article by

Kimona Issa, MD, et al.: "The Impact of Hepatitis C on Short-Term

Outcomes of Total Joint Arthroplasty".

Javidan P, Walker RH

December 2, 2015

Ceramic liner fracture and impingement in total hip arthroplasty.

Steinhoff A, Hakim V, Walker RH, Colwell CW Jr, Copp SN

February 1, 2015

Outcome and range of motion using a high-flexion cruciate-retaining

TKA.

Rosen AS, Neville L, Pulido PA, Patil S, Walker RH, Copp SN

September 1, 2013

Incidence of 'squeaking' after ceramic-on-ceramic total hip arthroplasty.

Mai K, Verioti C, Ezzet KA, Copp SN, Walker RH, Colwell CW Jr

February 1, 2010

Early dislocation rate in ceramic-on-ceramic total hip arthroplasty.

Mai K, Hardwick ME, Walker RH, Copp SN, Ezzet KA, Colwell CW Jr

February 1, 2008
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Contact Provider's Office

Richard Walker is not currently seeing

new patients.

If you are a returning patient, call the

office at 858-554-7993.
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